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Religious No sort of irreverence or disrespect is involved
organizations in placing religious organizations, which for
our present purpose are practically the various
Christian churches, alongside the so-called secular institutions,
because we are considering all alike simply as educational
influences. Upon the special and unique mission of the churches
in the community, readers of this book may hold different
opinions, which opinions, however, are here irrelevant. Nor
are we concerned at this point with any claim on the part of
the churches to exercise partial control over the school system.
From the child's or the young person's standpoint, church or
chapel exists as one of many places which he attends more or
less regularly and willingly, and from our present point of
view we see church or chapel simply as one part of his social
environment, by no means to be ignored by the educator
specifically so designated. Whatever view we may hold about
the authority of the various churches, we are bound to recog-
nize them as educators of the nation. For one thing a preacher
is in a sense a public teacher, and sometimes a powerful one.
Also, the literary and historical and musical aspects of a
church service may be of high cultural value, and indeed were
until recent times almost the only means of adult education.
Above and beyond all, the churches stand as historical wit-
nesses to the supremacy of the spirit. Other organizations bear
similar witness to a greater degree than ever before, and if the
churches seem to do less for education than they formerly did,
it may be only because other organizations are necessarily
sharing the work. It must be remembered, too, that within
living memory the churches and chapels were often the only
centres of social life in English towns and villages, and that
they are no longer so. On the whole, therefore, diminished
attendance at church services cannot be accepted as a proof of
moral and religious decline. The same remark applies to
Sunday schools, many of which first existed for the purpose of
•giving elementary instruction in reading and writing and even

